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WELCOME! m 
9.0. апа Payton 
Lees at G-FEST ‘19. 


Of the dozens of 
intros I’ve written for the 
G-FEST program book, 
this is the most unusual, 
but it follows a very un- 
usual two and a half 
years. Thanks to an 
unprecedented govern- 
mental response to what 
was proclaimed as a 
worldwide health emer- 
gency, we all missed our 
G-FEST weekend in both 
2020 and 2021. And 
because that response 
continues, | must miss G- 
FEST in 2022, as well. 

In consultation with my doctor and after considerable research, 
| decided it was not in my best interest to be injected with any of the new 
mRNA anti-COVID vaccines. In short: my body, my choice. Unfortunately 
for me, however, current U.S. Border Security regulations do not allow 
vax-free persons to enter the United States. The prohibition was to have 
been lifted on April 21, but was extended indefinitely at the very last 
minute. Every country has the right to set its own border entry 
requirements, and as | am a citizen of Canada, the U.S. government is 
under no obligation to allow me to enter. That’s just the way it is. 

The G-FEST Committee and | have planned for this circum- 
stance and are confident that the convention will proceed as usual. 
(Maybe better!) My daughter Payton will act as my stand-in, supported 
by our stalwart committee members and volunteers. | feel lucky there is 
such a capable and competent crew in place, and I'm sure long-time G- 
FESTers will pitch in and offer help wherever it might be needed. 

Perhaps many of you are thinking, "Good for him," while many 
others are likely thinking, "He's an idiot!" Both sides have a perfect right 
to their opinion, but | don't see it as anything worth getting worked up 
over. Still, such opposing views do seem symbolic of some of the societal 
divisions that have become more pronounced in recent years, and have 
caused so much harm to families and friendships. Therefore, from afar, 
I'm going to ask everyone to, for this weekend, please put aside any of 
the issues that might divide us. Remember that you are at G-FEST because 
of what UNITES us: our love of sci-fi and fantasy in general and our love 
for Godzilla in particular. 

In that spirit, please focus on our common passion, and in so 
doing, be kind and generous to the point of even turning the other cheek 
if necessary. At every G-FEST we create our own world where Godzilla 
is King and we come together as a gigantic family. The outside world 
may not really “get us,” but we "get" each other. We have each others 
backs, and because we do, Godzilla fandom has grown bigger and 
stronger than it's ever been. This weekend is the opportunity to pick up 
where we left off in 2019. Please keep our tradition of unity and 
comeraderie in mind at all times, keep it alive and burning even brighter 
than the Cherenkov Light! I'll miss you. Have a Happy G-FEST! 


Ду 


Editor & publisher, G-FAN 


GUEST OF HONORE 


TOMOKO AI 

Beautiful Tomoko Ai played the tragic 
character of Katsura Mafune in the final Godzilla 
film of the Showa series, Terror of 
Mechagodzilla, released in 1975. While this 
was her only appearance in a Godzilla film, she 
made astrong impression on g-fans and Tomoko 
Ai's Katsura remains one of the series' most 
popular heroines. 

At the time of being cast in her G- 
series role, she was playing the role of Matsuki 
in the Tsuburaya television series Ultraman 
Leo. Subsequently, she starred in several TV 
movies, then established herself in business. 

Tomoko Ai has previously visited G-FEST in 2014, and joined 
2015's G-TOUR 3 for a group dinner cruise on Tokyo Bay. 


GUEST OF HONOR а 


HIROYUKI KAWASE 

Hiroyuki Kawase was acting in 
Godzilla movies at an age when many G-fans 
were them in theaters. He was eight years-old 
when he starred in Godzilla vs the Smog 
Monster, but that wasn’t even his forst movie. 
Prior to that he had worked for director Akira 
Kurasawa on Dodeskaden. 

After Smog Monster, Kawase re- 
turned for Godzilla vs Megalon, as well as an 
appearance in the TV series The Return of 
Ultraman and a variety of other productions and 
TV commercials. 

Upon reaching Grade 5, Kawase quit 
acting and never looked back, eventually becoming an airline pilot for 
Japan Airlines. This is his first appearance at G-FEST. 


GUEST OF HONORE 


DONFRYE 

Rugged Don Frye (a.k.a. The Preda- 
tor) is a professional mixed martial arts fighter, 
actor, and professional wrestler, who rose to 
fame in early Ultimate Fighting Championship 
events. He won the UFC 8 and the 1996 
Ultimate Ultimate tournaments, and subse- 
quently joined the New Japan Pro-Wrestling 
league in the late 1990s. 

Don began acting in movies with 
Godzilla: Final Wars, playing the memorable 
role of Captain Douglas Gordon. He has had 
several other film roles including No Rules, 
Nagurimono, Just Another Romantic Wres- 
tling Comedy, Miami Vice, Animal Among Us, and he also did voice over 
work for The Ant Bully. Don previously visited G-FEST in 2014 and 2018. 


CONVENTION COMMITTEE 


J.D. Lees - Chairman 

Martin Arlt - Sessions organizer ` 

Paul Gavins - Dojo Studios, costume parades 

Jeff Horne - Media, In-House TV Film Festival, etc. 
Stan Hyde - Model thread and display 
Dave Nunes - Vendors Room and charity drive 


Payton Lees - Deputy Chairperson & Volunteer Gaod aior 
Sue Matzke - Minya's Place _ 

Michael & Carol McCants - Mecha-G Arcade : 

Eric Mortensen - - Registration and accounting. 

Steve Pazenski - - Art display, poe о 

Andy Steele - AV services. Bos 
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SESSIONS 


GRAND 
BALLROOMA 


9:00 


10:00 


11:00 


12:00 
MOTHRA'S 

REVENGE: 

Still Going 
Strong at 60! 
1:00 
TOKUSATSU 

vs 

WRESTLING 


2:00 
PLANET 
OF THE 

KAIJU HAIKU 


3:00 


GODZILLA AND 


JAPANESE 
NATIONAL 
SPIRIT 


4:00 
HOLY YOG! 
SPACE 
AMOEBA 
TURNS FIFTY! 
5:00 


6:00 


7:00 


8:00 


9:00 


10:00 


11:00 


G-FEST EVENTS - FRIDAY, JULY 15, 2022 


SESSIONS 


GRAND 
BALLROOM B/C 


G-FEST 
ORIENTATION 
SESSION 


GODZILLA VS 
HEDORAH: 
Belated 50th 
Anniversary 


GODZILLA VS 
GIGAN: 
Happy 50th 
Birthday 


WHY THE 
LEGENDARY 
FILMS ARE 
IMPORTANT 


CINEMA 
SYMBIOSIS 111: 
С 54 + 
RAYMOND BURR 


G-PARDY 2022 
KIDS' EDITION 
with Skip Peel 


OPENING 
CEREMONIES 


RADIOACTIVE 
KARAOKE 
Hosted by 

Greg Cordaro 


ART 


DISPLAY 
HEATHROW 


GAMING |FILMFEST 


VS ZIGRA 


THE GREAT 
BUDDHA 
ARRIVAL 


HOWL FROM 
B'YOND the FOG 


VIEWING 


MONSTER- 
E - 
KAIJU NEZURA 
ASSAULT 1964 


TERROR 


MODEL | MODEL | МЕСНАС| DOJO |VENDORS| OTHER 


ир, and free play 
Pinball, too! 


Coloring and 
crafts for young 
fans. 


OPENTOTHE 
PUBLIC 


SCULPTING 
KAIJU 


Be some of the first people in 
America to demo the upcoming 
fighting game GigaBash! An 
arena style Kaiju Brawler for up to 
four players. 

In Mechagodzilla's ARCADE. 
International ballroom D, E, F. 


10:30 PM 
AT THE 
PICKWICK: 
GODZILLA 
vs 
KONG 


G-FEST XXVII PROGRAM, JULY 15 - 17, 2022 


G-FEST EVENTS - SATURDAY, JULY 16, 2022 


SESSIONS SESSIONS ART 


GRAND GRAND DISPLAY 
BALLROOMA | BALLROOMB/C | HEATHROW 


9:00 OPENTOTHE 
GAMERA PUBLIC | 
VS GYAOS (Schedule 
posted by door.) 
10:00 
OPEN OPEN TO OPEN: 
: FOR THE —— 
HIS LIFE AND | VIEWING KAIJU sign-up 
DISCUSSION | LEGACY Monster. |ASTROBOY| museum | PUBS | free мау 
11:00 
THE ROARING | HIROYUKI 
TWENTIES KAWASE 
INTERVIEW 
12:00 | kanu VIDEO 12 & under 
GAMES TOMOKO AI XBOX 
HISTORY INTERVIEW к 
5 FIGHTER start 
1:00 Episode 4 
DESTROY ALL | DON FRYE 
TEASERS INTERVIEW 
2:00 
DAWN OF 
THE 
MONSTERS 
3:00 
DRAWING THE КАШУ 
WITH MATT KINGDOM PRG ES 
& HIROSHI PODCAST Lied 
4:00 
BEHIND THE | COLLECT ALL 
KAIJU MONSTERS: 
CURTAIN NERDY 30 
5:00 
6:00 
G-PARDY QUALIFIER 
7:00 G-PARDY ADULT GAME 
G-FAN HALL OF FAME 
AWARDS 
8:00 COSTUME PARADE 
Е FEELINGALITTLE 
9:00 TENSE? GO FORA 
MONSTER MASSAGE IN 
THE CHARLES DE 
GAULLE ROOM. EXPERT 
10:00 ATTENTIONAT 
REASONABLE RATES. 
10:30 PM 
11:00 ATTHE 


Midnight PICKWICK: 


Madness! 
Cowgirls vs MECHA- 
Pterodactyls GODZILLA 
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SESSIONS 


GRAND 
BALLROOMA 


G-FEST EVENTS - SUNDAY, JULY 17, 2022 к 


SESSIONS 


GRAND 
BALLROOM B/C 


ART 


DISPLAY 
HEATHROW 


GAMING |FILMFEST| MODEL 


MODEL | МЕСНА-С 


DOJO |VENDORS| OTHER 


9:00 
10:00 
THE LEGACY 
OF ATTACK ON 
TITAN 
11:00 , 
WOMEN OF 
KAIJU 
FANDOM 
12:00 
CONTEST 
WINNERS 
AWARDS 
1:00 
KAIJU EIGA 
AND THE 
CTHULHU 
MYTHOS 
2:00 
FIXING 
GODZILLA VS 
KING 
GHIDORAH 
3:00 
THERE'SA 
FIGURE OF 
4:00 
5:00 
6:00 
7:00 
8:00 
9:00 
10:00 
11:00 


GAMERA 
VS JIGER 


KING KONG VS 
GODZILLA ыы 
60TH 
ANNIVERSARY 


THE 
PUBLIC 


FAN TRIBUTE 
TO AKIRA 
TAKARADA 


Contest 
entrants, 


please pick 


up your 
LEGENDARY models. 
GODZILLA VS 


KONG 


VIDEO 
ENTRIES 


ASIAN 
DINOSAUR 
MOVIES 


GODZILLA VS 
MEGALON 
AT FIFTY 


GODZILLA 
ACROSS 


GODZILLA PINBALL 

Check out the beautiful, authentic, old fashioned 
Godzilla-themed pinball machine in the video gaming room. 
Built from scratch by Charlie Emery. Plus, a vintage GINO 
pinball game, and a Godzilla arcade game. Big thanks to 
www.spookypinball.com. 
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OPENTO | OPENTO 


OPEN TO 
THE 


PUBLIC REGISTRATION 


RESUMES 


OPEN FOR 
GAMING 


Costume 
THE prizes 


PUBLIC 


Monsters 
developer 
playthrough 


Contest 
entrants, 
please pick 


up your 
artwork. 


TITANO- 


wherever 
you find it. 
Pls behave! 


G-FEST Orientation (11:00 AM, Grand Ballroom В/С) - A question and 
answer session with G-FEST organizers to help attendees get the most 
out of their weekend. It's a big convention with lots to do, and each year 
brings many first timers to G-FEST, so don't hesitate to come and find out 
how G-FEST works and the best ways to navigate it. 


Godzilla vs. Hedorah: A Belated 50th Birthday. (NOON, Grand 
Ballroom B/C) — Godzilla vs. Hedorah is unquestionably one of the most 
unusual Godzilla films. Almost universally panned when it first came out, 
the film has enjoyed a reappraisal and renewed interest in recent years. 
It's a year late, but we're here to celebrate Hedorah's 50th birthday! Come 
join us! (Alyssa Charpentier, Nick Crispino, Danny DiManna, Darin Read, 
Dennis Roth, Brian Scherschel) 


Mothra 1961: A 60th birthday celebration (NOON, Grand Ballroom A) 
— Mothra looks great for being 60 years old! This panel covers the history 
and depth ofthe starring kaiju and the legends that surround the character. 
Covers the original version up through the present. There will be a surprise 
video feature during the presentation. (Kevin Horn) 


Godzilla vs. Gigan 50th Anniversary (1:00 PM, Ballroom B/C) — In 
1972, Godzilla vs. Gigan was released as part of the Toho Champion 
Festival. To keep the kids in their seats, the filmmakers filled the screen 
with classic monsters (Godzilla, King Ghidorah, Anguirus), a new 
creation (Gigan), manga, and lots of on-screen action. An accomplished 
group of panelists discusses this bizarre-yet-enjoyable entry in the G- 
series. (Kevin Horn, Daniel DiManna, Brian Scherschel, Danny Tokarz) 


Tokusatsu vs. Wrestling (1:00 PM, Ballroom A) - Kaiju movies are often 
glibly derided as "rubber monster wrestling flicks," but professional 
wrestling and Japanese special effects features actually do have a 
complex interwoven history. This panel covers how the two mediums 
have influenced one another, as well as characters and performers that 
have crossed over between the two. (Chris Eaton, Kevin Derendorf) 


Why The Legendary Films are Important (2:00 PM, Ballroom B/C) — 
The Legendary MonsterVerse series has been hugely successful 
overall. Godzilla has been seen in three films from 2014-2021 that show 
he is now a mainstream icon with U.S. audiences. This panel is focused 
on Godzilla vs. Kong, which had an entirely different texture and feel from 
how everything started in 2014. Both the high points and the questionable 
ones will be discussed. (Bob Eggleton) 


Planet of the Kaiju Haiku: A Brief Presentation and Workshop on 
G-FEST/G-FAN/Godzilla-Themed Short Poetry (2:00 PM, Ballroom A) 
— This panel is a short poetry writing workshop led by International Kaiju 
Haiku Poet, Juan M. Perez and poet/writer Malia A. Perez, Ed. D. Attendees 
will be briefed on the haiku form of poetry and will be able to write their 
own Kaiju Haiku for a possible future G-FAN article. Writing materials will 
be provided at this fun-filled workshop. (Juan M. Perez, Malia A. Perez) 


Cinema Symbiosis Ш: Godzilla + Raymond Burr = GODZILLA 
KING OF THE MONSTERS! (3:00 PM, Ballroom B/C) - The third install- 
ment of the examination of international cultural influences on Giant 
Monster Movies looks at the Americanization of the original 1954 Goazilla 
to 1956's Godzilla King of the Monsters, with an emphasis on director 
Terry Morse and star Raymond Burr. (Richard Pusateri) 


Godzilla and the Japanese National Spirit (3:00 PM, Ballroom A) - Is 
the politics of Shin Godzilla right wing and nationalistic? Brian at Kaijuvision 
says it’s actually patriotism during a devastating national crisis, the 2011 
Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami. Through comparative study, he pre- 
sents whatthe film's domestic Japanese audience saw. (Brian Scherschel) 


G-Pardy 2022 Kid Championship (4:00 PM, Ballroom B/C) - By popular 
demand, one grand game of the kaiju quiz has been designed especially 
for kids and will crown a 2022 Kids' Champion, awarding a mini trophy 


GENERAL SESSIONS muu 


the winner can keep! For those interested in entering, arrive on time to gain 
highest marks on the qualifying entry pre-quiz, as only three players will 
be able to compete for this title. For players ages 12 and under. (Skip Peel) 


Space Amoeba: A 50th Birthday Celebration. (4:00 PM, Ballroom A) 
- Alook back at the premise and featured kaiju in one of the hidden gems 
of Toho's kaiju eiga. (Kevin Horn) 


Fase pt e = = ка 


pes AX; 


Akira Takarada: His Life, Career, and Legacy (10:00 AM, Grand 
Ballroom B/C) — This year we lost Akira Takarada, one of the biggest stars 
to appear in Godzilla and other fantasy films from the 1950s into the 21st 
Century. And while we all know him from our favorite kaiju films, his life 
and career was much more than that. This special panel will explore 
Takarada-san's life, his films, and beyond, and discuss his introduction 
to Western G-fandom through his numerous convention appearances. 


End of an Era: Terror of Mechagodzilla (10:00 AM, Grand Ballroom 
A) - In 1975, the release of Terror of Mechagodzilla marked the end of 
the Showa Era of G-films. It features Godzilla, Mechagodzilla, Titano- 
saurus, and a romance between a man and a cyborg, played by Tomoko 
Ai. This panel discussion sets the stage for Ms Ai's interview! (Nick 
Crispino, Daniel DiManna, Billy DuBose, Nathan Marchand, Dennis Roth) 


Hiroyuki Kawase Interview (11:00 AM, Ballroom B/C) 


The Roaring 20s (11:00 AM, Grand Ballroom A) - G-FEST May have been 
put on pause for the last two years, but the world of monsters hasn't. It's 
time to get caught up on all the kaiju media you've missed, from Godzilla 
to Ultraman to obscure indie productions. Join your hosts to hear how loud 
the Roaring Twenties have already been, and see what's on the horizon 
for the seemingly promising decade ahrad. (RJ Axen, Jake DeNunzio, 
Dean Richardson, Taylour Moenster, Albert Courser, Nik Walker) 


Tomoko Ai Interview (NOON, Ballroom B/C) - With Jessica Tseang 


Kaiju Video Games History Raids Again (NOON, Ballroom A) - There 
аге more kaiju-themed video games than you think! 13AM Games Creative 
Director Alex Rushdy guides you through the further history of digital 
monsters, from the earliest days of the art form to the present. 


Don Frye Interview (1:00 PM, Ballroom B/C) - With Jay Johnson 


Destroy All Teasers! A Lost Films Trailer Reel (1:00 PM, Ballroom 
A) - Most movies that are unreleased never make it past the scripting or 
concept art stage. However, some get pitch reels, pilot films, and even 
publicly-released trailers. This panel will go through some of the kaiju and 
tokusatsu movies that began the production process, but then never 
materialized. (Kevin Derendorf) 


Dawn of the Monsters: Behind the Scenes (2:00 PM, Ballroom B/C) 
- The ultimate panel on Dawn of the Monsters, the “smash’-hit video game 
from 13AM Games. Join the developers of the title in discussing the entire 
project from start to finish, with tons of behind the scenes secrets, q&a, 
giveaways, and more! (Alex Rushdy, Steve Roberts) 


Kaiju Writers Unite! (2:00 PM, Ballroom A) - G-FEST isn't complete 
without a little love and help for the monster-loving wordsmiths. Author/ 
podcaster Nathan Marchand (host of The Monster Island Film Vault, author 
of Destroyer) presides over a panel of kaiju writers, consisting of Daniel 
DiManna (creator/author of the Godzilla Novelization Project), Alyssa 
Charpentier (AlyssaGojiGeek on YouTube, author of Daughter Dark- 
ness), Ryan Collins (The Omni Viewer on YouTube, author of Operation: 
Red Dragon), and Christopher Nigro (founder and editor-in-chief of Wild 
Hunt Press). They are ready, willing, and able to answer all your questions 
about the craft and business of writing. Come curious and inquisitive! 


The Kaiju Kingdom Podcast (3:00 PM, Ballroom B/C) - Jessica Tseang 
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and Chris Eaton return with The Kaiju Kingdom Podcast, bringing along 
Darnell Isom of Legacy FX. Isom recently was the head designer for 
Mothra in Legendary's 2019 Godzilla: King of the Monsters and 
MechaGodzilla for 2021's Goazilla vs. Kong. Come join a lively discussion 
about our favorite Queen of the Monsters, and his past works 
including Jurassic Park, Pacific Rim, Captain America: Winter Soldier, 
Iron Man 3, Alien vs. Predator: Requiem, and Resident Evil: 
Extinction. Exclusive never before seen art will be shown. (Jessica 
Tseang, Chris Eaton, Darnell Isom) 


Matt and Hiroshi Live Art Drawing! (3:00 PM, Ballroom A) - Join kaiju 
artists Matt Frank and Hiroshi Kanatani as they perform their fan-favorite 
live-drawing show! (Matt Frank, Hiroshi Kanatani) 


Collect All Monsters *Nerdy 30" (4:00 PM, Ballroom B/C) - Collect А! 
Monsters brings the livestream format to a live audience! Join the hosts 
of this monthly show dedicated to the collectible side of the kaiju genre, 
with Leslie Chambers, Christine Chaplin, David Dopko, John Ruffin 
(MyKaiju) and Kyle Yount (Kaijucast) for the thirtieth episode of the 
show. Panel will be filmed for YouTube. (Leslie Chambers, Christine 
Chaplin, David Dopko, John Ruffin, Kyle Yount) 


Behind the Kaiju Curtain (4:00 PM, Ballroom A) — Published in 2021, 
Norman England's book Behind the Kaiju Curtain: A Journey Onto Japan's 
Biggest Film Sets told of one man's fan and professional lives coming 
together on the sets of some of the biggest kaiju films. This panel will tell 
stories, enhanced by previously unseen behind-the-scenes photo- 
graphs from the sets of Gamera 3to СМК! (Norman England, Matt Burkett, 
Ed Godziszewski) 


King Kong vs. Godzilla 60th Anniversary (10:00 AM, Ballroom B/C) 
— King Kong vs. Godzilla was a special entry in the Godzilla franchise. 
It revived the series after a seven year hiatus. It holds the record for the 
highest attendance of any film in the series. And for many fans, through 
movie houses, drive-ins, and TV screens, it was the film that launched 
their obsession with the kaiju film genre. The panelists will discuss the 
history and impact of this classic film. (Danny DiManna, Kevin Horn, 
Nathan Marchand, Dennis Roth) 


The Legacy of Attack on Titan. (10:00 AM, Ballroom A) - For the past 
decade, Attack on Titan has remained as one of the hottest media 
franchises to come from Japan. Watch as internet personalities TitanGoji 
and Steamedlguana give a crash course on the success and global appeal 
of this grand giant monster epic! (TitanGoji, Steamedlguana) 


A Fan Tribute to Akira Takarada (11:00 AM, Ballroom B/C) — Akira 
Takarada hada special relationship with G-FEST, attending multiple times 
over the years to interact with his fans. This panel of fans will pay tribute 
to Takarada-san and discuss their interactions with him over the years. 
(Daniel DiManna, Billy DuBose, Bob Eggleton, Nathan Marchand) 


Women of Kaiju Fandom (11:00 AM, Ballroom A) - Jessica Tseang (The 
Kaiju Kingdom Podcast) brings together a diverse group of ladies that 
actively participate in their favorite genre. From cosplayer, artist, vendor, 
to community leader, they thrive in the fandom and have seen its evolution 
over the years. The growing appreciation and credit given to women who 
worked on kaiju films will be discussed, along with new characters and 
roles introduced in current franchise and future films. (Jessica Tseang) 


Legendary Godzilla vs. Kong (NOON, Ballroom B/C) — In 2021, God- 
zilla vs Kong was released in theaters and on streaming services. It 
featured not only Kong and Godzilla, but also a new version of Mechagodzilla 
and other creatures as well. This panel of fans discusses the latest entry 
inthe Legendary MonsterVerse. (Dennis Roth, Bob Eggleton, Darin Read, 
Billy DuBose, Scrooge Jones, Nick Crispino) 


Awards for Contest Winners (NOON, Ballroom A) - Find out who won 


- 


the Costume, Model, and other awards, and give them your applause. 


Thunder Lizards of the Far East: An Overview of Asian Dinosaur 
Movies (1:00 PM, Ballroom B/C) - In addition to the likes of Godzilla and 
Rodan, there's a host of more traditional Asian dinosaur movies that often 
gets overlooked. A look at some saurian-centric cinema and TV shows 
from Japan, as well as from Korea and China. (Kevin Derendorf) 


Titans and Elder Things: Comparing Themes and Style in Kaiju 
Eiga and the Cthulhu Mythos. (1:00 PM, Ballroom A) — A few years 
after H.P. Lovecraft's death in 1937, WWII forever changed the landscape 
of Japanese culture and eventually inspired the creation Godzilla. While 
one can find ideas of Cosmic horror in many kaiju stories, and the 
occasional giant monster in Lovecraft's Cthulhu Mythos, the two genres 
approach similar subject matter from different perspectives. In this panel, 
an author of kaiju novels and a Lovecraftian filmmaker explore the overlap 
between the two worlds. (Ryan Collins/Omni Viewer, Thomas Nicol) 


Godzilla vs. Megalon: A 50th Anniversary Celebration (2:00 PM, 
Ballroom B/C) — Can you believe it's been 50 years since Megalon and 
Gigan teamed up against Godzilla and Jet Jaguar? Thanks to NBC's 1977 
prime time, nationwide broadcast and public domain VHS re-leases, God- 
zilla vs. Megalon is one of the most familiar G-films in the U.S. However, 
there's more to it than the washed out, pan-and-scan version that dom- 
inated screens for decades. This panel discusses the film in all its glory. 
(Richard Pusateri, Miguel Barroso, Dennis Roth, Juan Perez, Danny Tokarz) 


Untying Godzilla's Gordian Knot: Can Goazilla vs. King Ghidorah 
Be Fixed? (2:00 PM, Ballroom A) - Goazilla vs. King Ghidorah is one of 
the most popular entries in the Heisei Godzilla series, but it also has one 
of the most confusing and convoluted scripts of the franchise. Why did 
the Futurians stop in 1992 to pick up the main cast? How did everyone 
remember Godzilla when he was supposedly erased from history? Why 
did Emi decide to turn on her comrades? Such are just a few of the 
questions fans have asked. Writer/podcaster Nathan Marchand (The 
Monster Island Film Vault, Henshin Men, The Power Trip) and author Daniel 
DiManna (Godzilla Novelization Project) try to answer in this "script 
doctor" session. (Nathan Marchand, Daniel DiManna) 


Godzilla Across America: Is He a Member of the АП Fifty States 
Club? (3:00 PM, Ballroom B/C) - Since Godzilla raided New York City in 
a 1963 board game by the Ideal Toy Corporation, he's attacked the United 
States many times, but how thorough has he been? Wikizilla bureaucrat 
Michael Callari will examine Godzilla films, shows, comics, video games, 
books, and more to see which states the King of the Monsters is most fond 
of visiting, and if he's stomped all fifty. (Michael Callari) 


There's a Figure of That?! Obscure Kaiju Collectibles (3:00 PM, 
Ballroom A) - Even a die-hard figure collector can only buy so many 
ShodaiGoji figures before starting to crave something a little more unusual. 
This panel covers some of the more unique, offbeat merchandise of 
obscure kaiju characters from movies, comics, games, and even concept 
art. (Kevin Derendorf, Alex Rushdy) 


Talkustasu: Kaiju and Tokusatsu YouTubers/Podcasters Round- 
table (4:00 PM, Ballroom B/C) - The kaiju and tokusatsu YouTube and 
podcasting communities have exploded over the last few years, with 
shows ranging from collectibles to academic film appreciation to audio 
dramas. Several of the creators - Michael Callari, Jake DeNunzio, Daniel 
DiManna, Kaiju Kim, Nathan Marchand, and Elijah Thomas - come together 
to discuss the art and craft of content creation (it's more than talking into 
amic, people!) and take questions from fans and listeners in the audience. 


GMK: A Look Back on the Controversial 2001 Film. (4:00 PM, 
Ballroom A) - Giant Monsters All Out Attack (GMK) is an unusual entry 
in the Godzilla series. Kevin Horn explores how the film has been and 
remains a conversation starter between fans. Not only a celebration of 
the film’s origin to theatrical release, buta look back at the kaiju themselves. 
There will be a surprise video during the presentation. (Kevin Horn) 


G-FEST XXVII PROGRAM, JULY 15 - 17, 2022 9 


MINYA’S PLACE E 


Calling Monster Island... It's an invitation 
to Minya's Place! 

A special place for the youngest G-fans 
(12 and under, please) to make kaiju-themed crafts 
to take home. The location is the DaVinci Room 
(International Level) on Friday and Saturday from 
9am to 5pm. 

Please note that Minya's Place is not intended 
to be a “drop-off’ daycare or babysitting service. 
All attending youngsters are expected to be supervised and assisted by 
the adult that brought them. 


САМІМС Е 


This year's gaming demos feature three different adventures: 
Kaiju Assault, Giga-Robo, and Monsterpocalypse. Learn and play 
these exciting games in the Paris Room (International Level) next to the 
Arcade. 


The schedule (times listed are “соте and go"): 


FRIDAY 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
1:30 PM to 2:30 PM 
3:00 PM to 4:30 PM 


Giga-Robo 
Monsterpocalypse 
Kaiju Assault 


SATURDAY 10:30 AM to 11:30 AM 
NOON to 1:30 PM 
2:00 PM to 5:00 PM 


Monsterpocalypse 
Kaiju Assault 
Giga-Robo 


SUNDAY МООМ - 1:30 PM 
2:00 PM to 3:00 PM 


Kaiju Assault 
Monsterpocalypse 


CONTESTS r 


ART CONTEST: Bring your art for display to the Heathrow Room 
(International Level). Fill in the form provided by the volunteer on duty. 
Our art experts will judge the work on Saturday night, and ribbons will 
be on the winners by Sunday morning. Retrieve your art on Sunday 
afternoon. 


GOSTUME PARADE: There will be one parade the year. It takes place in 
the Grand Ballroon A/B/C after the G-Pardy! game and awards 
presentations on Saturday night. (Approximately 8:00 PM.) 


G-PARDY! (Saturday, 7:00 PM) - For players ages 13 and older comes 
the classic kaiju quiz game! With just one adult G-Pardy! game this year, 
all would-be contestants must arrive 30 minutes early, at 6:30 PM, to 
challenge the radioactive fallout of a pre-entry quiz. Top three scorers 
will arise for a battle of monster knowledge that will determine the new 
monarch of kaiju quizzes. (Grand Ballroom A/B/C, with Skip Peel.) 


MODEL CONTEST: Instructions for entering your creation(s) can be 
found in the G-FEST model show section of this program. 


VIDEO CONTEST: Fan-made videos will be screened during the Film 
Festival at NOON, Sunday. (International Ballroom A/B/C.) 


AUTOGRAPHSE 


All autograph seekers must purchase advance tickets to get 
autographs. Prices will be posted at the signing locations. 

Tickets for Tomoko Ai and Hiroyuki Kawase are available at 
their signing location, the Gatwick Room (International Level). Both are 
available all weekend and their specific hours will be posted outside the 
Gatwick Room. Everyone entering the room is requested to be wearing 
a proper anti-Covid mask. Masks may be removed for picture-taking, 
and then replaced right away. 

Tickets for Don Frye are available at the Radio Tokyo table in 
the Vendors Room. Don will be signing at his own table next to the Radio 
Tokyo table, and there is no requirement for masking. Don will be available 
all weekend, with his hours of availability posted at his signing location. 

Photos for signing will be available from the celebrities at their 
discression. One autograph per ticket, and if a signed photo is not 
desired, any reasonable type of object will be signed. 

Please do not request autographs from guests outside 
the autograph areas. It's not fair to the guest, and it's not fair to 
the people who paid for an autograph. 


MECHA-G В 
ARCADE В 


Video game fanatics of all 
ages will find Godzilla Heaven in the 
Mecha-G arcade, located in the 
International Ballroom D/E/F. Not only 
is there an organized video game 
tournament, but there's loads of free 
play time for both one-on-one and 
team battles. There's also an amazing 
variety of systems for playing different 
Godzilla games, from the Classic 
originals to the latest releases. No wonder the Mecha-G Arcade is one 
of the busiest rooms at G-FEST. 

For an even more "Classic" experience, try out the authentic 
Godzilla (and Ultraman) pinball games provided by Charlie and Kerwin 
Emery of Spooky Pinball. Any funds raised though the games goes to the 
G-fans Helping G-fans charity. 


CHARITY EE 


The G-FEST fundraising drive, G-fans Helping G-fans, contin- 
ues. Many G-fans have donated items which will be sold during the 
convention by silent auction. The items will be on view at the G-fans 
Helping G-fans table in the Vendor Room. There are also raffle tickets for 
free hotel stays and other prizes. Money raised goes to children with 
autism and other charitable causes that impact our G-fan community. 


6010 LEVEL 01 


Please bear in mind: Rosemont is safe. Chicago is 
not as safe. It's probably best to avoid being in 


Chicago after dinner time. Be aware of your 
surroundings at all times. 


G-FEST PHOTO SCAVENGER HUNT #9 


The Photo Scavenger Hunt, organized and staged by Cordelia 
Snowdon, is fun way to explore G-FEST and win cool prizes by seeking 
out a variety of kaiju-themed costumes, artwork, memorabilia, and more! 
All you need to play is a camera. 

The challenge is to complete a checklist as fast as possible by 
taking a photo with each item on the list. The items can include such 


things as a photo with a certain type of Bandai toy or a photo with Gfantis. 
Players may join the hunt at any time and will receive the 
checklist with their starting time on it when they come to the booth. At the 
end of the hunt, prizes are awarded based on speed, accuracy, and 
creativity! It all begins Saturday at 2:00 PM in the International Balloom D/ 
E/F (the Arcade), with prizes awarded at 5:00 PM (same location). 
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FILM FESTIVAL mG 


G-FEST’s Film Festival grew out of the amateur video contest. 
Some creators wanted to produce a more "substantial" product than the 
contest's six minute time limit allows. In 2013, the Festival was created 
to showcase longer, more complicated amateur films. It's become an 
ecclectic mix of fan, pro, and semi-pro works. Thanks to the individual 
creators, SRS Cinema (SRS) and The Asylum (TA). 


9:00 AM - Gamera vs Zigra 


10:30 — Konga TNT Director: Brett Kelly 

After being injected with a formula derived from an alien ship, 
alab gorilla escapes from his containment and befriends two young boys. 
The alien formula causes the gorilla to grow to gargantuan size and 
rampage through the city, and the boys must find a way to save their simian 
friend before the army takes him down. (SRS) 


12:00 - The Great Buddha Arrival Director: Hiroto Yokokawa 
The Shurakuen Buddha statue, located in Aichi, suddenly 
springs to its feet and wanders around Nagoya city. (SRS) 


1:00 РМ - Ном From Beyond the Fog Director: Daisuke Sato 

Duringthe Meiji Era, ablind girl named Takiri and a monster called 
Nebula fight against greedy developers that threaten to take over her 
family's land. (SRS) 


1:30 - Dragon Lizard Lord Director: Omar Sayyah 

Ancient dragons battle for dominance. Omega Tiamat Odin has 
awakened to wreak havoc across the planet in tokusatsu terror, stomping 
Tokyo and New York. Draco Quetzalcoatl hits Osaka. Hong Kong feels 
the power of King Fafnir. (SRS) 


3:00 - Nezura 1964 Director: Hiroto Yokokawa 
A dramatization of the failed production of the aborted Daiei 
production of “Giant Horde Beast Nezura." (SRS) 


4:00 - The iDol Director: Norman England 

Ken is a mild-mannered man in his mid-twenties who like many 
his age has interests that stopped developing during adolescence. On a 
visit to a local toy collectors shop he acquires a rare alien action figure. 
Unexpectedly, Ken's world is turned inside out as the somewhat silly 
looking toy alters his life by benevolently giving him everything he has ever 
dreamed of, and then callously taking it all back. (SRS) 


5:00- The Terror From Beyond Beyond Director: Rashaad Santiago 
Scientists race to find the weakness of the monstrous sea 
mammal Chavliodontos in this 1950s giant monster throwback. 


6:00 - Megaboa Director: Mario N. Bonassin 


A group of college students enter the rainforest to look for cave 
drawings, but a once thought to be extinct fifty-foot boa constrictor is 
hungry for blood. (TA) 


9:00 AM — Gamera vs Gyaos 


10:30 - Astroboy at Outcast Sanctuary Director: Michael Aguilar 
With an introduction by Count Gore de Vol. 


11:00-Uktena The HornedMonstrosity Directors: Dan and David Treanor 
A homemade kaiju film that puts a Native American twist on the 
traditional giant monster film. (SRS) 


12:30 PM - Zone Fighter Ep 4 Director: Jake DeNunzio 
The latest installment in the ongoing Zone Fighter series. 


1:30 - Yagon The Water Monster Director: Koyo Sugita 
In the near future, after state-owned farms produce genetically 


modified crops, a giant mutated insectoid creature is discovered living in 
the wetlands of Japan. After several civilians are killed, the military steps 
in to end the creature's reign of terror. This is a student film project from 
Musashino Art University. 


2:00 - Halley The Comet Monster Director: Koyo Sugita 
Anoriginal kaiju animation by Koyo Sugitaforthe 2019 Musashino 
Art University Art Festival. 


2:30 - Godzilla Apex Director: Raphael Cosme 
The dramatic conclusion to the Kaiju Century War Saga. 


5:00 - Big Bad Bugs Director: Peter Paul Basler 

After a convoy of American soldiers disappears, a special ops 
team is deployed to rescue them. They soon encounter an army of gigantic 
Scorpions, spiders and snakes that have come to Earth from another 
dimension. 


6:30 - War Of The God Monsters X Director: Jeong-yong Kim 

A young reporter is writing about the theories of a scientist that 
believes dinosaurs still exist. When monsters suddenly appear and cause 
destruction, the doctor and journalist must try to save the world. (SRS) 


12:00 - Midnight Movie Madness: Cowgirls vs Pterodactyls 
Director: Joshua Kennedy 
After her husband is taken by a malicious pterodactyl, a 
Schoolteacher enlists the help of a gunslinger and a woman of the night 
to rescue him. 


9:00 AM — Gamera vs Jiger 


10:30 - Ape vs Monster Director: Daniel Lusko 

An ape crash-lands on Earth and contacts a sludge that makes 
him and a passing gila monster grow to giant-size, resulting in a fight for 
dominance. (TA) 


12:00 - G-FEST XXVII Video Contest Entrants. 
This year's installment of fan made short films. 


1:00 PM - Green Giant of Zanzuki Director: Alex Greenberg 
An old school kaiju short shot on film with only practical effects! 


1:10 - The Great Actress Reiko luni Director: Kazuhiro Nakagawa 
The story of a director who must work with a famous but 
difficult acting legend in the making of his kaiju film. 


1:25 - Nezura 1964 (Encore presentation) Director: Hiroto Yokokawa 
A dramatization of the failed production of the aborted Daiei 
production of "Giant Horde Beast Nezura." (SRS) 


2:20 - God Raiga vs King Ohga Director: Shinpei Hayashiya 

The giant monster Raiga returns, rising in Atami Harbor and 
attacking the city. A second kaiju, Ohga, soon joins the chaos, and the two 
monsters clash, destroying large sections of the city. (SRS) 


3:40 - Planet Dune Directors: Glenn Campbell, Tammy Klein 

A crew's rescue mission on a marooned base on a desert 
planet turns deadly when they find themselves hunted and attacked by 
the planet's apex predators, giant sand worms. (TA) 


IN-HOUSE TV CHANNEL m 


Due to the technical limitations of our new venue, it isn't possible 
to supply a schedule of programming as has been done for past G-FESTs. 
However, Kaiju TV will be running all weekend as usual (24 hours a day), 
and we're told it will be available on Channel 68 or 69. If not there, channel 
surf until you find it for the full G-FEST experience. 
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VENDORS ROOM МАР r 


This year at G-FEST the Dealer Room the Grand Ballroom (sections E,F,G,and H) on selection of kaiju-related merchandise ever 
and Artist Alley have been combined into one the Entry Level of the hotel. It's the largest in gathered outside Japan. Prepare to be amazed, 
giant Vendors Room that occupies one half of the history of G-FEST, and also the biggest апа seriously tempted. 
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——— THREAD 


MODEL CLASSES IN THE FLORENCE ROOM, INTERNATIONAL LEVEL 


SCULPTING KAIJU (3:00 PM to 4:00 PM) - Join Nick Sparger who has 
sculpted figures and busts (such as Shin Godzilla, Minya, and Biollante 
for Black Heart Enterprises MicroMania bust series). Learn the basic 
techniques and ask Nick about the process of creating amazing 
likenesses of your favourite kaiju. 


START YOUR KAIJU MUSEUM: Part 1 (4:00 PM to 6:00 PM) - How to 


build Kaiju Models of every kind! Vinyl, resin, styrene, and even metal... 
model kaiju come in all forms. Join our modeling panel to learn the tips and 
tricks of model construction. Whether you have never before built a kit 
or are a seasoned veteran, you'll learn something new and inspiring 
from our experts. Join us! 


START YOUR KAIJU MUSEUM!: Part Two (10:00AM to NOON) - Painting 
Kaiju of every kind in every way! Join the panel of experienced modelers 
for a discussion of all the various ways to paint model kaiju so that they 
look alive on your shelf. Learn the tricks of painting resin, vinyl, and 
styrene giant monsters, and get introduced to some simple techniques 
that make your work look like you're a pro! Whether novice or grizzled 
old-timer, you are guaranteed to learn something new! 


Room closed during MAKE IT AND TAKE IT (NOON to 3:00 PM) 


BRINGING KAIJU TO LIFE: STORYTELLING IN MINIATURE (3:00 PM to 
5:00 PM) Simple methods, BIG results!. Join G-FEST favourite Larry 
Tribula as he demonstrates a range of do-able diorama ideas and 
techniques. From crafting a fitting base for your model to making a 
scene that brings your kaiju to life, if you've been thinking about getting 
started on dioramas, this class is for you. 


G-FEST MODEL CONTEST 2022 


THE BIGGEST LITTLE GIANT REPTILE SHOW ON EARTH!!! 
VIENNA ROOM (International Level) 


It's time for the monsters to get out of the basement! 
Everyone is invited to the Model Display Room to see the incredible 
artistry on display! 

Model drop-off begins at 1:00 PM on Friday in the Vienna 
Room. Models will be checked in with volunteers on station! Make 
sure you get a model entry form so that we can make sure your kit 
is safely on display and with whom to send it home. Please ensure 
you have completed entry forms and taken the claim check for 
your kits! 

Judging takes place at 5:00 PM Saturday when the display 
room closes for the day, so models must be in place by late Saturday 
afternoon to qualify for an award. Modellers are welcome to display 
work on Friday or Saturday out of competition as well. Winners 
will be announced at the Awards event on Sunday. 


NOTE: Ribbons are awarded for quality of building in 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd categories. The prize categories are separate and selected 
by the judges. Not every 1st ribbon equals a prize, and some 
categories have prizes whether or not there is a 1st ribbon 
awarded. Come to the awards ceremony (Sunday NOON, Grand 
Ballroom A) to see who won and receive prizes. 


(Modellers, we ask that your kits are removed between 11:00 AM 
and 1:00 PM on Sunday. Our hardworking staff needs a rest. 
Thank you.) 


MODEL CONTEST PRIZES COURTESY OF 


Be sure to visit the KAIJU MODELER table in the Dealer 
Room for the best in recent and classic kaiju kits! 


LOOKING FOR G-FEST T-SHIRTS 
AND OTHER 
OFFICIAL G-FEST GOODS? 


CHECK OUT THE 
G-FAN TABLE, NEXT TO 
REGISTRATION NEAR 
GRAND BALLROOM! 
BACK ISSUES OF 
G-FAN ALSO AVAILABLE 
AT LOW LOW PRICES! 
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TOKUSATSU & COSTUMES EE 


The Tokusatsu Room, a.k.a. Dojo Studios, is located in Grand 
Ballroom D on the Entry Level. It is open for business on the following 
schedule: 


Friday - 9 AM to 5 PM 
Saturday - 9:00 AM to 10:00 PM 
Sunday - 9:00 AM to NOON. 


The schedule of specific sessions/events will be posted each 
day at the door of Dojo Studios. 


Open Workshop 

Costumers are invited to store and finish their suits for compe- 
tition in the secure storage and work area in the Tokusatsu Room any time 
the room is open to the public. There are also plenty of experienced suit- 
builders on hand to offer help and advice. This room is locked and secure 
when not attended. 


Costume Event Information 
The Costume Parade takes place on Saturday evening in 
Grand Ballroom A/B/C afterthe G-Pardy game and award presentations. 


(Approximate time 8:00 PM.) Costumers are encouraged to display their 
costumes throughout the dini as well. 

The Parade is free to enter, but all entrants MUST attend an 
orientation meeting on Friday afternoon from 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM in dojo 
Studios. Everyone will be asked to fill out a brief entry form. 

There are several categories: 

1. Young Fan (youth built), 

2. Young Fan (adult built), 

3. Novice, 

4. Journeyman, 

5. Masters Level. 

Also: Judges' Choice Category & Best in Show, as well as an 
Out of Competition category for professionally made costumes. 


Prizes, including the annual Foamie Award, are awarded on 
Sunday in the Dojo Room at 10:00 AM. Custom sculpted each year by 
experienced suit builders, each Foamie Award is a different Oscar-style 
trophy carved from solid foam. Winners' names will also be announced 
at the Award Ceremony for Contest Winners (NOON, Grand Ballroom 
A). Prizes cannot be shipped, and the results of the judging won't be 
known until the early hours of Sunday morning. 


MOVIES AT THE PICKWICK I 


G-FEST. has a history of bringing to western G-fans films they 
otherwise wouldn't have a chance to see on the big screen, including 
North American theatrical premieres of Gamera 3, Godzilla (54), 
Godzilla vs Destroyah, Son of Godzilla, Rebirth of Mothra 3, Godzilla 
vs Megaguirus, and many others. 

Movies are shown at the Pickwick Theater, 5 South 
Prospect, Park Ridge, IL, 60068. Before the convention, on July 14, 
there's an afternoon double bill of Godzilla vs Hedorah and Godzilla vs 
Megalon, beginning at 1:00 PM. In the evening, enjoy a double bill tribute 
to the laté great actor Akira Takarada with Godzilla (1954) at 7:00 PM, 
and Goazilla vs the Sea Monster at 9:00 PM. (Each double bill is $10.) 

Godzilla vs Kong is screening at 10:30 PM on Friday. Saturday 
night features Terror of Mechagodzilla, with an introduction by its star 
Tomoko Ai, who played the cyborg Katsura. Tickets ($10) at the theater 
box office. _ 

Transport to the Pickwick is ad hoc. G-FEST attendees can 
help one another by organizing in one of the following manners: 

- Those who are driving to the theater should pull up in front of 
the hotel for a few minutes before they leave, and offer a ride to those 
that don't have transportation. 

- A taxi/Uber ride shared between four attendees should cost 
less than $5 each. 


Please remember: This is not 
RiffTrax. Respect others' desire 
to see (and hear) the movies 
sans "funny" commentary. 


2 
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The same methods have been used for many years, and 
there haven't been any significant problems reported. We G-fans are a 
friendly and helpful bunch! 

There is a metered parking lot almost right across the street 
from the Pickwick that is free after hours (for the Friday and Saturday 
night showings). The residential streets to the east of the theater are 
also available for parking, and are unmetered. 

Driving time from the hotel should be 15 minutes max. Tickets 
for all the movies are available at the theater box office and may be 
advance purchased there if desired. 


MAKING G-FEST HAPPEN EEE 


Thanks to all the friends and helpers that make G-FEST possible, 
particularly: 


Martin Arlt 
Sue Matzke 
Andy Steele 


Jeff Horne 
Skip Peel 
Paul Gavins 


Michael McCants 
Stan Hyde 
and 

Dave Nunes. 


HISTORY OF G- 


In 1993, western fans of Godzilla and other Japanese 
monsters discovered a rallying point for their hobby in a new 
fanzine called G-FAN. Created by Canadian high school teach- 
er and long-time Godzilla fanatic J.D. Lees, the bimonthly ‘zine 
gained popularity, and finally “went national" with issue #9. 

By the summer of 1994, many of the people who had 


submitted articles and art to G-FAN decided it was time to meet 


face to face. A "Friends of G-FAN" meeting was organized for 


the Labor Day weekend at a Howard Johnson's outside Chica- 
9o, and attended by about twenty hardy souls. Though they had 


never met one another before, the sharing of experiences, 
Godzilla memories, and collectibles created an instant rapport. 
Such a good time was had that a full-fledged convention was 
planned for summer, 1995. It took place in the Radisson Hotel 
Arlington Heights, and was repeated in 1996, and at the 
Wyndham Hotel in '97, and '98. In 1999 and 2000, G-FEST 
moved to California, then returned to the Radisson in 2001. 
Outgrowing the hotel, the convention moved "down the street" 
in 2004 to the Crowne Plaza. 

Over the years, many features have been added to G- 
FEST that have proved popular with attendees year after year. A 
highlight of G-FEST is always the Modeling Thread, organized 
and staged by Stan G. Hyde. Modeling instruction has become 
a stand-alone, three-day event, and the Model Contest is 
always a focal point of interest. Other contests have also been 
mainstays over the years. The always-popular Costume Par- 
ade has grown under the stewardship of Paul Gavins, and 
offers its own award for costume craftsmanship, the Foamie! 
From the Costume Thread has sprung the Tokusatsu Thread, 
actual filming of kaiju scenes and movies, allowing G-FEST 
attendees to "live the dream" of monster filmmaking. 

Amateur videos (curated by Mark Justice), music 
videos (coordinated by Andy Steele), the art show (managed by 
Steve Pazenski), and videogaming (a.k.a. Mecha G Arcade, 
organized by Michael McCants) all contribute to the variety of 
events at G-FEST. The G-FEST Film Festival, organized by Jeff 
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The plaque on the base of 2016's Mangled Skyscraper Award. 


Horne, has added an international aspect to the convention. 
Sue Matzke and her family organize and oversee the activity 
room called Minya's Place, where younger G-fans (and their 
parents) can participate in coloring, crafts, and other engaging 
pastimes. Charlie Emery of Spooky Pinball supplies kaiju- 
themed classic pinball machines, and Cordelia Snowdon ` 
manages an annual photo scanveger hunt. 

In recognition of special contributions made by 
individuals to the production and/or promotion of the 
Japanese monster genre, 1999 saw the introduction of The 
Mangled Skyscraper Award. Every award was hand crafted by 
Gene Rizzardi (head of the model-making crew on Goazilla, 
1998) based on an idea by Stan Hyde and a design by J.D. 
Lees. Recipients are recognized based on their contributions 
to the kaiju eiga genre. 

Two G-FAN Lifetime Achievement Awards have been 
awarded, to director/spfx master Shinji Higuchi in2017, and 
actor Akira Takarada in 2019. 

Моге recently, in an effort to recognize fan 
contributions, a G-fan Hall of Fame has been instituted, and 
three new inductees have been named each year beginning 
in 2014. A special plaque designed and created by sculptor 
Hiroshi Sagae is presented to each inductee. 

G-FEST also raises funds for deserving causes 
under the banner “G-fans Helping G-fans." Coordinated by 
Dave Nunes, thousands of dollars have been raised over the 
years, and benefited many causes including kids with autism, 
kids with disabilities, Japan earthquake relief, and more. 

One of the hallmarks of G-FEST has always been its 
friendly and relaxed atmosphere. It is truly a convention 
staged by fans, for fans, heavily dependent on volunteers. If 
you wish to become more involved, please contact volunteer 
coordinator Payton Lees at (paytonleesO8@gmail.com). 

Though Godzilla's admirers are many, we are 
scattered widely. G-FEST offers a weekend of kaiju toys, 
games, activities, contests, and camaraderie, a warm and 
welcoming experience where age is irrelevant. When it comes 
to Godzilla, we're all kids at heart. 
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